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As dedicated champions of the underdog,

Susan North and Joel Woodard have an innate

ability to see the potential in things that athers have

S simply cast asde. A stray cat |~lu-kcd from a nearby

# animal shelteris now the selt-appo
/ An antique pedestal table 1t beauty obscured by mine fayers
of teal paint, v
sandblaster at a local anromonve shop (no doubt a first for him}
The table eurrently holds coure ar the center of Susan and Joel's
crowned with mounds of decorinng

ied head ofhousehold.

vas pescoed and restored to s former glory by a

(|‘.|rinu< gre.-.\r moom
books and a horse sculpture found in 4 Eavorite antgues shop
ladstone, New Jersew Now there'’s even talk ol adopung an

mare that’s been put out to pusture so she can live out her
golden years wandering: peacefully i ther fields

hanme.cam

7705 barn in bucolic Tewks
and she laughs, “We had

we were getting oursclves intal”

Ask Susan abour renovaring a
heavove

bury Township, New Jersey
no 1dea wh

With hearts set on the sweeping spaces and open floor plan
that a birn would offer, they spent months searching for the

right one. Fortuitously, that perfect plice scemed to find thenm.
While wisiting their real estate office, they spatted a photo ofa
ramshackle barn—one not on thetr hst—in a meadow of daisies:
Minutes later; they were parked 1 front of the structure—or
what reniained of it. Crumbling walls were hidden beneath vines
and bramble; inside there was nothing bur a bare dirt floor.

The couple saw not a dilapidated barn, however, bur a hid-
den gem with original chestnut beams and 10 acres of verdant
farmland, They made an offer within the week.
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Withour the sighumt apprebemdon i sliey mbght be
dangerously close 1 finding themaehors in' 3 bad Ciees Aive
episode, Susan i kel fianiped e headfineg “We kncw
instantly thar thin wan the nmz wys Soos W even innac-
diately envisioned whiss the foor plan wiodihd be 1t was i i
it was meant to he*

Two years aftor thea ser iou v o i sl s
office, the 18th-cenpury sa It bovs: eelishilitated o
a country-meeti-joti-lvmp hnomne—an wyllic rerear fpm the
hectic pace of Meer York City, where the coaple work

The renovation wen't & praject fiar the find o heart, it
one that hoth Suian and Jacd were wellequipped 1o hasullc
Joel, convenicnthy b thn Hiétor of lnechor deutgi or Lis
Craig Architects fw e werg the sl e proget] amd
Susan is vice presdent of desip fos B Scumecher & O, the
upscale decorative Ll hause

The design duir patmstakomply preserved the imegrity of the
original structure, even mmening therse be (8 boeal weekend
barn toues 1o eniere they ot every sapoct right-—tiom the
symmetry of the windows 13 the soffis dogh

Luckily, they were albe (o refiarbiili (e well-wurin
exterior of the il isiciwe wiels Cpines ® ARFUR T
ingact. The origmial rgd=patited wood L™ poreim, hemte
had to be razed o seconmmedaze 3 hasemen el higher ool
ings, and was then eimile i the nse e e

Inside, Susan sl Jieel oputed £ an evpotcd, gallesy=like
layour, “We warted i 88 Be radishonal American, chnocally
simple, and: graphie™ s foel, “0 Aot durect Wl [
have the lotty fediing of tlve oraginad bar, vt i
modern, comtortable bosne”

In the great momne thost praser da Ao were replaced
with wide-plank ¢yjrese. Uit beams wrathered m a per-
fect patina reflect-thw Tense'y erizge and provide o perch fe
Paisley, their liberated i, whe alsdendy mles the reosa
Beneath the 28-fnor cailing, foel o Soun quombklod o of
barn red that cnliven the seatel pibeoie il ofer 3 bdle
to the home’s heritige. And whole baid=bewi sficr, s
willls, and accents of black iron remind visitors of the livestock
that once inhabired these spaces, the heated eypress floors, open
staircase, and clean lines of the 1umiord fireplace surround
bring a bir of modermity to the mom.

“We didn't wanr the new materials to fight with the old.”
says Susan. “But we liked the tension of the two together”

In the kitchen, white cabinets, statnless-steel appliances;
grmite countertops add contemporary flair without dishonoring
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the home’s previous Life. "1t the yin and ving of conteniporary
and country)” noves Joel. “It's designed to have a fairmhouse fieel
but with modern touches and appliances.”

In the kitchen, the decision to go without upper cabinets gives the space
an open, loft-like feeling. To warm up the predominately white palette,
Joel added red-striped roman shades at the windows and & kilim rug.
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Incorporating color and texture was impotunt 4 well, focl
scatrered numerous warm-hued Kazakly kil sugs o) stgam -
colored sisals throughout the house apd, whmever posible,
added carth tones and dashes of red. Maorl matyridl—pee
dominately linen; sisal. cotton, and jute—weie dntnes clinioe
when it came to fabrics,

“The mix of fabrics is rustic and hoget. ver munced and
sophisticated,” says Susan. “We really cried s wirk with the
colors and textures of the original strusturs snd s my 10
miake icanything it not. 1e's really just shisar hlendng: nasied
materials, old and new, with a warm bue nesiresl paletse—pmor
about mmoducing heavy color”

Scale was an issue. In 2 house with proportives filtended s
accommodate hay bales and horse-drawn waghm rathor il
anngues and éragéres, diminutive pieces wiste tsat From katden
hardware to furniture, *bigger is hetter' wi tle e,

“We bought everything to fit the space.” says el W bu
cally sold all of our old furnishings with sur pesvinm o
and started over.”

That meant weekend buying teips— sesvnging ilwps o 4
mix of antiques and are, Panted chews ad gragliic 1 %h-
century American quilts were: paived with ¢ stidinnd piron
made of won and reclaimed wood.

Upstairs, rafters that were originally part of e haylng were
given new life in the master bedroom—balascmg the e
etry and scale of the clean-lined iron camopy. b sl widing
simple charm to what could have been um vt jrand wanm

While the couple deliberately avoided ssirased color in the
howe’s main living arcas, the master hath s evecpnon
Pale, spa-like blue walls and crisp whine seoent idfer i scoic
of post-renovation serenity—a respite fhrien the conple’s mamy
FeScUE missions.

Whats nextz " We're rescuings ourselves,” lisgh Finas. @1
Architect: Kevin Lichten

For more information, see sources on page 186






